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Is A Bluebird By Any Other Shade Still Not Beautiful? It's Azure!

By Debbie Bradshaw Park

Last March my husband John and | were birding at Patton's, a popular birding hot spet in Patagenia, AZ While John was busy
photographing a variety of hummingbirds, | came across a flier from the Tucson Audubon Society describing one of the eight
subspecies of the Eastern Bluebird, the Azure Bluebird | didn't know there were subspecies of bluebirds, so of course, | had to
investigate. | contacted Tucson Audubon tolearn about potential birding spotsin the area Although we searched each
recommended spot, no Azures Ve returned to Arizona again this year and checked the eBird hotspats for Azures. Finally,
after several attempts, success! VWhat a treat to see a different, but still beautiful, bluebird If you journey ta southeast Arizona
be sure to take a day and find these little cuties yourself|

Besides song and coloration, there is very little difference in the
behavior, feeding, and nesting habits between all bluebirds.

VWhen it comes to correctly identifying the Azure Bluebirds, the big
things to note here is the extent of the blue on the head (Eastern and
Azure have reddish cheeks and VYWesterns have all blue heads) and
the fact that Azure (and Eastern) Blugbirds have white tummies (this
is also clear in females) and YWestern Bluebirds have grav tummies.
Also, In the fall Westerns tend to flock and Azures not so much

The Azure Blusbirds that love the higher meadows and grasslands of
southeast Arizona are smaller and paler than their eastern cousins
and stay in this habitat year-round instead of migrating

Male Azure Blusbird by Lois Manawitz

Tucson Audubon Society Promotes Nestbox
Program For Azures

The beautiful andrare Azure (or Mexican) Bluebird is folund only in
narthern Mexico and southeast Arizona Here they nest primarily in the
Patagonia and the Huachuca Mountains, often visiting the grasslands
surrounding these Sky Islands. Due to its strict habitat requirements,
this major subspecies of the Eastern Bluebird (Sialia sialis fulva) is
listed by the Arizona Game & Fish as a "Species of Greatest
Conservation Need" and "Vulnerable."

The Tucson Audubon Society and the Sonoita VWine Guild are building
andinstalling nestboxes on the vineyards of the Sonoita grasslands in
an effort to strengthen the blugbird population. Though breeding in the
grasslands is historically decumented for Azures, eBird and first-hand
accounts reveal that the breeding range and population numbers have
decreased Research states lack of adeguate nesting cavities to be the
population's limiting factor

A strong Azure Bluebird population can provide natural insect control
for the vineyards while beautifying everyone's experience of the
grasslands—one of the many ways welcoming nature into our lives
creates a wir-win situations for us all.

\\(Lraprlnt from Tucson Audubon Society)

Fatagonia Lake State Park, AZ Elevation 3,750 fest.
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Calling All Citizen Scientist - It is NestWatch Time!
What Is NestWatch?

MNest\Watch is a nationwids monitoring program designed to track status and trends in the reproductive bicloay of birds,
including when nesting occurs, numiber of egas lald, how many eggs hatch, and how many hatchlings survive. Our database
Is Intended to be used to study the current condition of breeding bird populations and how they may be changing over time as
a result of cimate change, habitat degradation and loss, expansion of urban areas, and the introduction of non-native plants
andanimals

Your observations will be added to those of thousands of cther Nest\Watchers in a continually growing database used by
researchers to understand and study Birds Simply put, without vour help it would be impossible to gather enough information
to accurately monitor nesting birds across the country

How Can You Help?

Participating in NestVWatch is easy and |ust about anyone can do it, although children should always be accompanied by an
adult when observing bird nests. Simply follow the directions on their website to become a certified NestWatcher. Visit the
nest every 3-4 days andrecord what you ses, and then report this information on the Nest\Vvatch website.

Calling All Birders -
| New NestWatch App
Available

Are you looking for a quicker way to enter
MNestVatch data? NestVWatch is happy to
announce that the NestVWatch mobile app
is live! You can download the app via
Google Play or the Apple AppStore.

VWhen you download the app and log in,
use the same credentials you have for the
Nest\Wateh website Your data will syne
automatically to your phone or tablet
Please do not add any "test’ attempts tothe app Because the app is live, any attempts are recorded as real data

Meare Infarmation? Visit www nestwatch. org to learn more about reporting observations and nesting data for your area

4 e
Filol Season Bagns Far haw Mewest innovation!
NestWatch

ciizen-Soientist Projed 2017 Mobile Phone
Evolution app for direct data

~‘_.q.‘-‘°wa '(-i:. entry to NestV\atch,

2007 NSF grant for 1.6M expands
project to web based entry for
nesting activity, Now for all birds:

NEW LOOK + NEW FEATURES

e

NestWatch

Mid '60s citizen scientists
mailed nesting activity on By 1997 morphed to the

Index cards to Cornell "Birdhouse Network " ailing a p

Over 300,000 “form” with observations, for : e
observations submitted cavity-nesters orly, to Cornell =y ' #
thru this program. Labs faor staff to enter data. i - r 3 I é

X
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Plan ahead for nest visits

Flan 10 make obsarvatons of nests overy 3-4
days Most sxccosful songbied riats Lt
abain 30 days, 0 you may need 10 vt sach
nast 7-10 trnes. Nest vists should last no
longer than 1 mnute

Do NOT approach nests when
young are close to fledging

When the young are distirbed dunng tha
itage, they may lnive the nest promatusaly
Young that fledge prematurely usually do not
itay m tha et GesDe attormpts 9o mefurn
tham

Approach nests with care

Bafore approachenyg the nest, try to see d a
paran! i wtting on . Whenever posuble
wait a fow manutes 1o see o the bird leaves
on s own, I i doe, proceed o check the
nost. i the brd & to be flusbwad, grve it e
to slip off, Open nest box doors slowly and
quietly

NestWatch Code of Conduct

We are all aware how important our nesting observations are to orthinological
rasearch, but NOT at the cost of affecting the birds we are observing! Cornell Lab’s
NestWatch division has created a Nest Waiching Code of Conduct for us to follow to
help minimize the risk of accidental harm to a nest, parental desertion or atiracting
predators to a nest as we gather nesting observations. Talented artist Virginia
Greene, a Bartels Science lllustration intem currently working at Comell Lab, created
the drawings to demonstrate the correct observation protocol.

Do NOT check in the early

. . Avoid nests during the first
morning or late evening

few days of incubation

Most berds lay thes sggs in the sarly
morreng, Ao iy on the nest overmgd
Thorefore, don't visit noar suNfse of sunset
(The exception would be owiy, whah typecally
Wave the neil at chsi)

If poanibile, obsenve nests from & diatance
ard approadh ofly when the female leaves
e raest

O

Don't lead predators to the

Avoid nests during bad nest

weathﬁr Avwond leaving tracky that can lpad predston
to neats (e g, & lattenad vad of vegutation

I it s cold, damp, OF rainy, POSTDOnE eadng viraght 10 the nest) You can gvoud

checking nests until another day making a dead-end trad of rampied

VOQRtation by varysig your mute 1o the nest

©@

Do NOT force a bird off the

nieat Do NOT handle birds or eggs

without a permit

H a sitting bed does not lesve on its own, do ) )

not forcn it off the next. Make & note and :“ *"{:'"-"- the Law -"':.;""4‘:““')' o

move away from the nest be‘ore recordh mfWatching Eggn nestings are Fagie
: " and can easly be damaged or hurt

o vt
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Smile for the Camera!l David Shares His Tips For Great Photos

Article and photos by David Kinneer

| lovetotake pictures of
bluebirds and | dotake a
lot of therm. Mare than a
thousand a day on most
sunny days, and on
important occasions, like
fledoge days, three or four
timesthat number, My
friends say the birds pose
for me | wish it were
true. Actually, when you
take a |ot of pictures, you
are bound to get a few
good anes (And usually |
only show people the
good ones).

Like most wild birds, bluebirds are unpredctable They
pretty much gowhere they want, when they want. If you go
out looking for them, vou probably won't get very close but
if ore happens to light near you and you have your camera
ready, vou may get a picture Thetrick isto get the bird to
come nearer to you, to perch where you want him to and to
stay there long enough for vou to get your shot

| do that with mealworms Bluebirds love them | buy
mealworms in bulk and keepthem on hand the year
'round. This past Fall and Winter we had morethan 30
bluebirds that came by every morning and every afternoan,
Now that nesting season is here, the pair that has claimed
the nestbox is tryingto drive the others away But as of
today | still see more than 20.

| began phetagraphing blugbirds in 2004 when my wife and

| bought a heme in a new development near
Fredericksburg, Virginia. | put up & nest box and a pair of
bluebirds were on it as soon as | walked away, and
bluebirds have been with us every dav since, Our |ot is
small sol am only able to have bluebirds nest in the cne

nest box. It faces our house and | have an unobstructed
view of the front of the box from our breakfast nook. Since |
am totally retired and at home most of thetime, | am able
to keep a close eve on the birds

The bluebird nest box is about 20 feet from our back deck.
| keep several meal worm feeders on the deck. At first |
took photos of the birds at the feeders but | soon began
thinking of ways to create a more natural looking setting.

| noticed that when they flew to the deck the birds terided
to land on the highest available perch, so | got a fence post
and fastened it against the deck railing with \VVelcro so that
thetop of the post was a foot or more higher tharn the deck
railing When | take a photo of a bird on the post | crop the
photo so that only the bird and a few inches of the post
below him appear in the photo, and it locks like the bird
was perchied on a fence post out in the field - or at least
that's what | hope. | use props like that on the deck every
day, but fram time totime | look for something different.

| have a portable feeder that | can move from place to
place in the yard. It is not much more than a bowl mounted
or a metal pole with a foot similar to a shepherd's hook. |
like to maove it around to lure the birds to where | want

confinued on page 5
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therm. We have a clematis vine that blooms on a trellis
down by the back fence.

Last year, when the clematis was in bloom, | moved the
meal waorms down there | then set a nest box against the
trellis and managed to get a few shots of a male bluehird
perched on the nest box while he waited for his turn at the
feeder.

As you might Imagine, fledae days are significant events at
our house Like many other back vard bluebird hosts, | have
the 17th and 18th days after the birds hateh circled on my
calendar and all activity on those days is cleared from my
schedule: Onthe 17th day (and sooner if | see significant
early peeking), | move out onto the deck with one camera
at my side and usually two additional cameras mounted on
tripods aimed at the nest box from different directions. |
control thetwo extra cameras with wireless remotes | stay
out on the deck from dawn to dusk, or until the last bluebird
fledges. This has been my routine on every fledge day for
more than 10 years. During this time morethan 165
bluebirds have fledged from the box in our yard. | haye
seen all except maybe one or two of them make that first
flight and have even gotten a photo of some of them

Capturing a bluebird in flight s always a challenge. It helps
to be 20 feet or more away from the bird andto have a

Page 5

telephoto lens on your camera If you are closer it is near
impossible to stop the movement of his wings, no matter
how fast your shutter clicks 1 usually have my camera set
on automatic andthe shutter set to 1/5000sec. or s0,
always hoping to capture one in flight. | will typically focus
or a bird | think is about to fly, and hold dawn the trigger
untll heflies Sometimes | am lucky and heflies in the
direction | hoped he would. More often he heads the other
way or simply stays put and | wind up with a lot of photos of
him Just sitting there. But that's ofe of the best things about
digtal You can |ust delete those extras,

Afriend of mine, who Is a professional photographer, was
recently asked what it takes to get good bird photos. He
answered, "time, observation, patience and luck - plus a
good camera and knowing how to uge it."

I think he cavered it pretty well. | especially agree about the
patience and the |uck

About David...

"Iam 79 years old, a retired Manne Corps major, the
father of three daughters, 11 grandchildren and seven
greatrandchildren. [ have several camems and o
number of telephoto lenses.  Most often I shoaot with
the Canon EOS 1DX, and the Carnon 300mm /2 8L IS
lens. [am o member of NABS and the Virgira
Bluebird Soamesty lam hongred to also be & memberof
Texas Bluebird Society.”
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Parallel Journeys

By Kale Maran

Perhaps the reason why bluehbirds are so beloved is
because they remind us so much of our own lives like no
other bird. Sure, that characteristic sweet tweet makes
them so loveable, and they're such a beauty to behold

But, it tock a little hardiness and willpower for that little bird
to grace our presence. Vvhen you think about their journey,
it's easy to see the parallels

My own family knows "rmigration” all too well. Since my
birth, I've now lived in 10 different states and 2 different
countries. You learn and adapt to fesl comfortable with
calling anything home. The other day, | was helping my
maorm do some gardening and she exclaimed "I'm glad
you're close to home now." First of all, home far us means
'close to family.” And, secondy, It was a funny moement to
think about bluebirds, but | did. How many of those birds
eventually "come home?" Fun statistic as reported by the
New York Times: the tvpical American lives only 18 miles
from mom on average: | didn't always live close by due to
work and schoal, but | everitually "came home." Bluebirds
typically do the same—flyingta their wintering grounds and
then returning to the'area where they were born, more ar
less.

Over the past weskend, | was also noticing my fellow
bluebird fanatics' Facebook posts of frigid northern weather
and their bluebirds fluffed up trying to find food and fresh
water | kept thinking “how do these creatures even put up
with all that cold?" Many of those blusbirds huddle up
together for warmth to beat out the cold. Some don't make
it. Yet, they're hardy creatures ready to face what Mother
MNature brings them, and thev develop a sense of
camaraderie to help each other survive. Sound familiar with
any other species you know? Like humans, they adapt and
become accustomed to their surroundings. My same
friends would probably comment about how they can't
imagne those Texas bluebirds trying to care for thair
nestlings in 1004+ dearee weather and maryel at them not

Photos by Dawd Kinneer

melting to death, Our Texas birds know how to handlethe
heat! And, | too hope to adapt.

Of course, migration trends sometimes "change with the
wind " Since bluebirds winter over so much of their
breeding range, spring migration is not easily tracked. VWith
climate changes, you can see an ebb and flow to how far
north they nest during summer and how far south they
retreat during winter. But if the food source is plertiful, the
threats of predators are low, and the weather is
consistently warm-ish enough to start a family, you may
notice that the bluebird stays in your area as a permanent
resident. Houstan (hopefully) will make a permanent
resident out of me: nice community, nice sehools, safe
neighborhood, and means for providing for my family

Makes sense for both our bluebird and us friends!

Next time vou look at your local bluebird, you just have to
smile that you were |ucky enough to cross paths Vihen
work gets vou down or you have some other frustration in
vour personal life, remember that the little bluebird you're
looking at probably evaded a hawk or flew around a
hurricane to get to your area. VWhen vou worry about empty
nest syndrome and getting to see your kids freguently,
think about the little bluebird who was probably stressed
rearing ancther clutch (even if the fledalings from the first
cluteh help out a little) and how successful the parents
must fesl at bringing more bluebird life into the world yet
willing te et life run its course with their offspring evading
predators and starting their own Journey. And when yvou
start to feel hungry, thank goodness for grocery stores so
we don't have to hunt for our food anymore (or &t least,
primarily hunt for our food) as those little bluebirds are
scouring the countryside for seeds, berries, and insects
Sorry, I'm always thinking about food. But on a sericus
note, our own jourmney through life as well as the bluebird's
Journey can be both beautiful and harsh. We don't always
end up where we started  Knowing our Journey is what
makes our friends appreciate us'as much as we appreciate
our bluebirds. We're lucky to have each other, and we
welcome them home this sgringl
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Virginia Creeper, Parthenocissus quinquefolia

By Linda Crum

Texas Master Gardener, Texas Master MNaturalist

Virginia creeper is a woody, deciduous perennial vine that
can climb any structure — your house, fences, trees ar
rocks It does so by means of tendrils that end with
adhesive-lliketips Thesetips dono damageto fences or
brick the way some vines do that have penetrating rootlets
Virginia creeper is native to Eastern and Central United
States from Canada into Mexico. It tolerates Just about any
soll type and thus has a wide native range,

Photo by doseph A. Marcus

Tiny, insignificant blooms adorn the vine in spring and give
way to bluish-black fruit in latesummer. The fruit is highly
toxic to humans and may be fatal if eaten, but relished by
birds, including rebins. bluebirds, thrushes. catbirds,
cardinals, starlings, VWMld Turkey, vireos, warblers, Pileated
Woodpecker, many others. Infact, 30 species of birds eat
the berries of Virginia creeper.  The leaves also provide
cover and nesting places for birds. Theplartis alarval
host to four different species of sphinx maoths,

Phato by dulie Maken

The leaves are compound, containing five |eaflets which
helps distinguish it from poison vy, a look-alike vine.

Foizon vy has three |eaflets and white berries. “Leaves of
three, let it be; leaves of five, let it thrive' is a goodrhyme
ta remember

Virginia creeper
contains raphides
(calcium oxalate
crystals) which can
irritate the skin of

| some people

¢ |_eaves of Virginia
creeper displays
beautiful fall colors of
red, maroon and
purple. Fall color will
be less intense in
shade than sun.

‘irginia creeper can
be used as a ground
cover to control solil
erosion on slopes. It
cavers an ualy fence and can be used on walls, trellises or
arbors.

Fhoto by George H E.u_so

iad {

L = . F
V4
Photo by Sally and Andy VWasowsk

| have a loye-hate relationship with Virginia creeper. Itisa
beautiful plant and areat for wildlife. It has no sernous pests
and is native and fast-growing. Fast-growing—that is also
part of my hate relationship. | continually clear a lot of it
out of my landscape but also leave guite a bit for the birds.

Propagation is by seed, usually dispersed by birds It
deserves aplace in any landscape that caters to birds.

The Ladybird Johnson Wildil ower Center is a great
resource for wildflower infarmation. Check out thelr website
for photos and details before you make your final choice!
www wildflower org
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We Can All Chip In To Help The Bluebird Population

By Grag Grarit
Reprint from thie Tider Morming Telegraph on 20172017

Thanks to thelr beauty, plegsant disposition, and sweet
warbling notes, bluebirds have bean beloved since humans
first [aid eves and ears an them

In his 1871 classic, "Vvake Robin," famous naturalist and
birder John Burroughs wrote, "The bluebird is 2 bird without
fault In mv bird heaven the bluebird shall occupy the
nearest porch and shall always comfort me with his
gentleness and composure | should tire of the Cld-VWorld
lark and the nightingale as hourly companions; they are too
sharp and vociferous; but the bluebird is as soothing as the
blue sky itself " | feel the same way After all, the bluebird is
considered “the sonobird of happiness' and is the state bird
of ldaho, Missouri, Nevada, and New York,

Texas s fortunate to be home to three species of bluebirds
- the mountain, the western and the eastern bluebird The
male mountain bluebird is all blue and s found anly in the
mountains of far VWest Texas. The male western bluebird s
blue with chestnut breasts, sides, flanks and a bit on his
shoulders and back The western bluebird can be found
sporadically throughout Viest Texas The eastern blughird
Is the commaon species fraom Central Texas through East
Texas, The male eastern bluebird |s blue with a rusty red
breast and white belly, while the female has the same
colors but with a faded grayish blug Althouagh Wills Faint is
officially the bluebird capital of Texas, I'm pretty sure that
the heaviest concentration of Eastern bluebirds 1s in Deep
East Texas Asa matter of fact, there's hardly a moment of
the day that | dan't see or hear them at my farm.

Unfortunately, bluebird numbers declined dramatically in
the early 1900s - so much that many feared their
impending extinction. Bluebirds are secondary cavity
cwellers This means that they naturally nest in cavities in
trees; especiallv those created by woodpeckers, which are
primary cavity dwellers Therefore, in nature, blughirds
needto have old dving and dead trees with either natural
cavities in them or cavities excavated by woodpeckers
Remember this the next time vou decide to cut down a
dead tree,

Edst Texas was originally home o nine species of
woodpeckers: Sady, when the eastern forests were
completely harvested 1n the early 1800s, this eliminated
potential cavities for both woodpeckers and the many
secondary cavity dwellers. When these mature forests
were replaced by new forests that are harvested on a short
rotation cyele, eavity dwellers suffered for it I's no wonder
that the Ivory billed woodpecker and Carolina parakest
(another cavity dweller) are now extinct, with the red
cockaded woodpecker being an endangered species In
nature, dead trees are equally as important as live trees

Luckily, those who loved bluebirds came to their rescue by
creating nest boxes that mimicked natural woodpscker
caviies. These nest boxes have holes that are 1 1/2 Inches
in diameter, which are the perfect size for bluehirds Asa

lifetime member of the Texas Bluebird Society, I've done
my part by erecting well over 100 bluebird houses on family
property in the rural countryside Projects with numerous
nest boxes like this are called bluebird trails Thanks to
bluebird nest boxes being placed all over the country, the
bluebird numbers have now increased and stabllized
Purple martins have enjoved the same success story,
thanks to caring bird lovers acrossthe land

It takes mare than nest boxes and dead trees to attract and
raise blushirds, however. Like all wild animals, blusbirds
need food, water and shelter. Before getting carried away,
it's important to know that blusbirds are country birds, not
city dwellers. They prefer wide open spaces like pastures,
golf courses, parksand cemeteries. You can also put the
bird seed away, because bluebirds are insect and berry
eaters, not seed eaters. This means you need to lay off the
Insecticides and |et the birds do the work for you The
adults, as well as thelr voung, all feed on insects during the
growing season, supplemented by small fruits and berries
during the winter. Some of the best berried plants for
attracting bluebirds are hollles, doowoads, elderberry,
Virginia creeper, pokewead, snallsesd, red cedar, wax
myrtie, smilax, rattan vine, blusberries and hucklebearries.

Because of information they've read from the North, many
are Under the Impression that bluebirds are migrants here,
returning each spring from winters abroad Although true
for the Maorth, it certainly 1sn't true here. Bluebirds are year
round residents in East Texas, which meansthev nesd
food, shelter and water year round They have the potential
to raise upto three broods a vear hers, too

One reason East Texas has so many blusbirds s there are
hoth open areas for foraging and nesting, and forested
areas full of Insects and berries.

If you have a choice when placing a bluebird nesting box,
always choose the most open area you can find Bluebirds
lilke clean houses MNest boxes are best erected before
Valenting's Day, but anytime 12 better than not at all, as
they are always In search of new homes

For more information
about bluebirds in Texas
and high-quality nest
boxes, go tothe Texas
Bluebird Society website:
texasbluebirdsociety.org.

Photo by Betty IHickman
(not used |n arlginal article)

Greg Grant is the Smith County horticulturist for the Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension Service. You can foliow him on Facebook at
Greg Granl Gardens, read his "Greg’s Ramblings” blog at
arbargale.com or read his “In Greg’s Garden” in each issue of
Texas Gardener magazine (lexasgardener.com). For more
information on local educational programming, go to
smith.agrilife.org.
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Members Share Experiences On Facebook

Meg F_Ilzabeth shares the first e|ght days of hier new
bluebird family.

Take note, if you miss the first egg hatching this is a
way to guess the age of your babies

Betty Hickman

| took this photo yesterday (826-2016) of our three lithle
Bluebird Siblings from the third brood, They tledges on
7-11-168 They come several times a day to eat dried meal
worms in our yard, They are in the dead part of an Iron VWood
Tree pecking around like they were looking for bugs. | took
many photos of them. They were so cute and staved in this
hollowed out dead part of the tree for several minutes. | love
my Bluebirds Polk Co., TX.

Debra Ann

Yippees Yahoo!! Ve put up our Texas Bluebird Society
MNest Box February 26th; had a nest in 10 days; and

this weekend. 4 days later.. 3 EGGEN Il check again
in & couple of dayvs to see If there are any more eggs!

4 Lou & | are so Egg-citedl!' I il texas bluebird society |
Papa |ooks down at us from a wire above.. He

actually watched as we put up the house; cbviously
thinking "Hmmmm Mice Accomodations!"

Enjoy the many photos and stories from our
members and be sure to add your own!
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2017 Bluebird Season Kick Off

Hesgsr Sparrew Congpral

Lisa and Kenny Munoz
Receive Good Egg Award

- ==

A { N  —

N etworking: New friends, new ideas, new information, F UN!

Congrats to KENNETH (KENNY ) MUNOZ snD Lisa MuNDZ
an their recognition with 2017 Good Egg Award
recipients He Joined TBS when he was 11 years old
when Linda Crum provided the introduction. He and
his mom have worked tirelessly in advance of our
events and at our events ever since \What a difference
they make to our successes (Mom too busy for phota,)

g KEiTH KRIDLER, our favorite
event speaker, shares his
expertise and experiences,
Other featured speakers
were ALEC WyaTT and
DaAvID KINNEER,

LONNIE CASLEMAN and
Linpa CRUM also
s presented with PAUL

| NELsON as emcee. Photos
7 i by KEITH SCHINDLER

- 2018 Season Kick Off &

Brazos County Convention Center
February 24t in Bryan

Reserve Your Room Now!
Accommodations at The Stella Hotel
Call 979-773-1001 or online thestellahotel.com

\, Use code TBSK0218 for special rate of 109 4
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Pauline Tom
Fresident

Exacutive Committea
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Lonnie Castleman
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Exacutive Comnittee
EvantPlans Team
Mestbox Const. Coord
(Trirmty )

Linda Crum
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Memberstip Secratary
(The Woodlands)

Kay Dansby
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Renewal Coordinator
(Morth Richland Hills)

Benni Konvicka
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(Stepfrarville)

Pat Nail
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(Claytan)

Ken Ray
Exacutive Comnittee
(Cvilla}

Shirley Hrobar
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(Tomball)
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Beverly Davis
Alction Inventory
EventPlans Team
(Caonrog)

Harold Latham
Event Spesker Support
(lvanhaos }

Rex Reves
Auction Data
Frocessingl\Waxahachie )

Contact Us:

tbs@txblues org,

PO Box 406868

Austin, TA 78704
512-268-5678 (Peuline Tom)

Moved?
Sand email/address changes
to records@itxbluss.org

PDF Compressor Free Version

Volunteers Are Appreciated!

Phyl Baloga
Janna Blanchrd

Lonnie Castleman

Letitia Castleman
Taylor Clement
Linda Crum

Kay Dansby
Beverly Davis
Walt Davis

Jim Estes
Charlie Grindstaff
Tonja Hamel
Julia Heskett
Gary Jenkins
Jane Jenkins
Benni Konvica
Harold Latham
Patti Marshall

Liz McDaniel

Don Mitchel
Jerald Mowery
KennyMunoz
Lisa Munoz

Pat Nail

Roland Nail

Paul Nelson
Sharon Ramsey
Judy Ray

Ken Ray

Rex Reves

Kelly Russell
Keith Schindler
Selena Schindler
Pauline Tom

Hon Tom
Barbara Vinson
VanessaVoisinet
Hunter Yarbrough
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Our trademark backdrop for every event!

And ves, our volunteers bulld it each and
every time. Then nestboxes are repacked in
the truck for their final destination - one of our

storage units,

So how many volunteers does it take to build
the nestbax pyramid? Ve could use vour helpl

Thanks For Your Financial $upport!

Mark Arneson
Alice Austin
Loretta Bailey
Beth Becker
Sharon Bonner

Marcy & Greg Brazaitis
Tom & Cindy Brisko

Norma Bruns
Laurie Byrd
Tammie Carson
Linda Jo Conn

FPatti Culter
John Dickson
June Estes
Jim Fancher

Fenny Frigdman

Julia Heskett

Robert Johnsten

Joy Jones

JoAnne leeter

Mike LaDeau
Janet Leland

Donna McFarland
Joseph Ordner
Annette Paiva
Dave Reddsn

G Emil Riedsl
Lamry Ritchie
Mary Lou Rizzo
Gayle Ryan
Andrew Sambel|
Nancy Sheppard
Janet Stockard

Welcome New Members!

+ Ty Alezander
+ Tedi Armet

+ Mark Ameson

+ Loretta Bailey

+ Bandera atural
History Mussum
Dian Bark

Tim Bednar
Katly Barmobich
Jeanine Bishop
Bibi Blonn
Darothy Boysher
Colleen Boytim
Dr Michael Buley
Laurie Byrd
Temmie Carson
Carol Cavimess
Evelyn Chambers
Terry Coen
Emuliano Contreras
Tebi Cooley
Paula Cox

Charlt Daniel
Amme Davis

Lymn Deliynck
James Dedfinymcle

.
.
"
.
.
"
-
-
"
.
.
.
.
.
"
.
.
"
-
-

John Dickson
Betty Douglas
Mancy Du Frane
KEaren Eblen
ShelliEllerbe
James K Floyd
Ehirley Fontenot
Cheryl B Frazier
Bevarly Fussell
BEill & Shirley Gay
Chrishine Gunderson

* gl e Chnderson

Jim Haley

Judy Healey
Dennes Hoffrman
Heather Hooks
Tim & Eelli Homsby
Charlie Ipes
Sharon Ipes
(Henn Jarrett
Theresa Johns
Randy Jolmson
Linda Jones

Jay Jones
Eamona Eahanek
Sharon Earser

# ¥ ® & & ® % & ® ® % ¥ F & & & F ¥ ® ® # ¥ E F B

Jody Earr

Kasey Kennedy
Kathy Eennedy
Suzanne Koellner
Pat Kuehn

hilee LaDeau

Mark Lasseigne
Candyoe Marek
Debbie Marks

Een & Diane Medlpine
Roberta MeLaughlin
Christine Mller
Yona Morgan
Robert Mormrison
MMartha Meva

Elame Michols
Jonathan Cgren
Annette T Parva
Debrs Pangbom
Barbara Paschall
Kayls & Scott Payne
Caht) Pendergraft
Wfarke & Jessica Powell
Laure] Prokop
Trudy Pryar

Leesa Erece

David & Edwina Thomas
Fhyllis & Ben Tebias
Judy Turmer

Peter Walsh

Bonnie B. Weber

Allen & Linda Wolf

Mike & Thelma Woodruff
Peagy York

+ Jodie Reisner

+ GHenda Robbms

+ Andres L Eogers

Gayle Eyan

Stephanie Schaefer
Laura Secott

Futh Seott

Maranne Smmons
Patricia Spenla

Sandra Spurlode

Ceha Stuling

Dammy & Brenda Tarver
+ Margaret Eirby Taylor

+ Wathan Taylor

+ Ken Thamss

James & Barbara Tilton
Monty Upton

Mickey Vogel

Timmy E & Polly Willey
Fathleen Wood

Hunter Yarbrough
Carrie Yarbrough

*New members who give ue
permission to print their nomes

+ a1 additional 458 new membears



Rluebirds Across Texas ... one nesthox at a time

IHBS5650 Might Have Died But New Bills Are In The Works

In the |ast issue of Texas Blues we shared information about HB5650, a bill introduced in 2016 allocating 1.3 Billion to benefit
endangered species, and how it died at the end of the legislative term,

"Recavering America's VWildlife Act of 2016 This bill amends the Fittrman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act to direct the
Department of the Treasury to transfer, beginning in FY2016, revenues from energy and mineral development on federal
lands totaling $1.3 billion to the Wildlife Conservation and Restoration Subaccount of the Federal Aldto VWildlife Restoration
Fund, to be available without further appropriation. The purpose of the subaccount is to fund state wildlife conservation and
restoration programs for managing fish and wildlife species of the greatest conservation need as determined by a state fish

and wildife agency.” (hitps:/Megiscarn. com A S/bIHBSE50/2015)

Far many it was with great disappaintmert to hear of the bill's demise

Great news! Two members of the House of Representatives have committed to the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies
(AFVVA L their sponsarship of a bill with similar intent as that of HBS850. Similar to HBES650 the new bill will call for allocation
reveriues from energy and mineral development on federal lands to be directed to the Wildlife Conservation and Restoration
sub-account for the purpose of funding state wildife conservation programs for managing fish and wildife species of areatest
conservation need (SGCMN )

That's not all, though. The new House Blll is expected to be Introduced in the next couple of months with 2 companion
Senate bill's introduction |ater this year, That's a One-Tweo punch in the battle to protect cur wildlife.

Absolutely awesome! Mature has taken a toll from humans and human development, it's time that more efforts are put into
place to protect our native neighbors.

Around thetime that the bill is Introduced it's expected that the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies will introduce a new
campaign name, log, and priorities for state coalitions, such as True to Texas Coalition.

S0, keep your eyes and ears open for more news, As things begin to solidfy, please make a point to identify your elected
officials and share your support for these two pleces of legislature:

By Keith Schindler

Federal law protects all cavity nestjng birds! e Do not disturb birds or nest. « Monitor and report activity to NestWaich.

Photo by Meg Scamman
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The Texas Bluebird Society newslettar, TX Biuss, 1s published
fourtimes a year. March = May m July m Getobar
Debbie Bradshaw Farl, Editor
Send stones/photos to editor@txblues org

Need Nestboxes?

Go to www.Ixblues.org

Click Nestbox Distributor
tab for nearest location.




